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EDITORIAL: CHANGINGOF THE GUARD

With this issue, my tenure as editor of The Wilson Bulletin is completed. I have

enjoyed and learned much from having edited our journal and I hope that in some

small way I have contributed to the success of the Society. Editing is a very time-

consuming and often frustrating task, but it was made more enjoyable for me by the

large measure of cooperation that I had from authors, referees, officers of the Wilson

Society, editorial assistants, secretaries, and very importantly, Allen Press. During the

past four years several hundred ornithologists contributed time and expertise to review

manuscripts submitted to the Wilson Bulletin. Their efforts have made the Wilson

Bulletin what it is today. I owe particular thanks to Lyda Eubank who, as one of our

departmental secretaries, has handled much of the filing and correspondence associated

with editing the Wilson Bulletin. Mississippi State University generously supported

my editorial duties by providing office space and secretarial time for the Society. Ken
Blair, our liaison at Allen Press, has contributed immeasurably over the years to the

technical aspects of getting the journal out. I’m also aware of and grateful to the many
“unknown” employees of Allen Press for a job well done.

To all who submitted manuscripts to the Wilson Bulletin —thanks for your per-

severance and cooperation with the editorial process. To those whose manuscripts were

rejected, I offer encouragement. Have faith in the peer review^ process. Make re-

jection a learning experience and do not let it dampen your enthusiasm in seeking new

knowledge about birds. Perhaps a referee was wrong. I know I made mistakes —both

in accepting and rejecting some manuscripts. While there are bound to be editorial errors

made, I also feel that I’ve learned from my failures. We can all take some consolation

in tlu* strength of our profession and in the multitude of publication alternatives avail-

able to us. It has been particularly interesting to me to see which of the manuscripts

rejected from the Wilson Bulletin eventually appeared in one of our sister journals and

which rejected by one of tbem was eventually jiublished in the Wilson Bulletin. To our

new editor, Jon Barlow, I wish every success. He is full of enthusiasm and brings great

expertise to the job. Support him.

Jerome A. Jackson


